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| of Mr. Waldie, sehich Wile aa 5 écoedehon ta ofliats of 
ge nga thy ‘The |men.of much higher genius have been forgotten. 


has been t = It is somewhat remarkable, too, that we owe 
continued ill health of Mr. Waldie rendered this | these volumes to Mr. Catlin’s neglect of literary 


act’ necessary. ‘The late irregularities of the | studies, Had he, in the early part of his life, 
ret hi dra ch been less devoted to the than the pen,— 
, were solely attributable to this uf: a» renege warner ap an ah 

sketching, would certainly ive 

ocak for whilst that gentleman enjoyed good tinge bad ‘to-form the singular and eacnonghed 
‘health, punctuality and accuracy were proverbial rewolation' of ing himself in the « far west” 
features in his business. ; of eight years, leavin bred gripe 
This transler not been effected without ties, 
Bally: sideri htt Dun ice witht ad ling drag af ln 


; painter to. American Indians, and a faith- 
‘hie ‘past Tabours;” and ‘hough the ‘undersigned ul delineator of the manners; customs, and cha- 


‘most respectfully urge that point on the consi- | racters of races now rapidly passing away. 
‘deration of his. they would not have it Caveah Sean feats wise te Vi that there 
hice {that ‘on’ shat alone they Took for ai in- is no conceivable pursuit for which there are not 


8 -men'borne with.an ez I-taste and apti- 
‘erease {o the list of subscribers : their endeavours tude, and yet we are woah casein Spin a 


owill be" to make: thé Fiterary department every | against. Providence that there was no Catlin in 
‘ way acceptable to a refined. taste, and to. secure Caesar's camp when he first invaded the English 
in the mec ‘execution, neatness, accuracy shores. How intense: would have been the m- 
ites OR Be, terest now. attaching to a work in two volumes, 
‘and ‘punctuality: with four hundred illustrations (the number this 
» “Ais heretofore, (he talkie will embrace selec- | work contains), catefally engraved from original 
tons of Memoits, Biography, Novels, Tales, | paintings, describing the ancient Britons, with 
Fravele, popular | the features of their chiefs, the aspect of the 
Voyager, nage edt cae pn it then appeared, the customs of the 
4 various tribes, and habits, as connected, not 
% "Phe tifeesndai of Belles Lettres,” (forming merely = war, but’ eo the a henry day — 
articles, | Pations of their lives, w r hunting an 

; Dover.) sa eX aon ah will | S , their clothing and habitations, their mar- 
. poe and selected; ‘the oT ‘and festivals, and their religious or super- 

" referred to, by which New Ame-|, ti 


ceremonies, All this Mr. Catlin has 
‘Fiean and European publications” will be noticed }done for the red tribes: of America, 
hr, cn aml 


| destined. yto speedy extinction; and in 
future on hie; work, to shed o-Saxon race 
Ee , HASWELL & JOHNSON, | | then “ the whole o/: a continent, 
sem Chestnat and Ninth streeis, | will have the same er aye roey aeiiped Bs 
. hiladelphia. would now possess with us desce the 

, Bins PEED 1: Teena senstanseiqenstias ei eles, 

Fr] 

: Every one in seen Catlin’s 
he gas cf Belles Mettres. | uni ave alley “a: Na attractive exhibition of 
living ian Hall—we cannot 
é Preah tad ‘Widiletnater hitiow. too them to our country 
‘Latvecs and. Notes ot the Mann, vn friends. Wo mias in Poque —— the effect 
sand. Conditions of the North American ven in paintings; but 
. dians.. By f Catlin. ina vel tiags ed “ehin cloned, thee lation 
+ Bve? Published by the Author, at the Egyp-| will be an 
“tian Hall, Piccadilly, ide The letter p EG Nod tock Silo tip ou 
' e Ieetures Mr. Catlin has delivered at 
astifntions, with much matter 
=| ou ht it more convenient to arrange in 


ve ‘oul ind fanlt with his want of order and 





@b per atime popeiie in aétence. 


whole, we eeenee mere 





= work as it is, with all its interesting thou 
‘sometimes prolix and confused details, than ake 


it from the hands of a practised book-maker. 

The first chapter, or Letter No. 1, gives the 
following general account of the Indians in their 
present and past’ state :— 


“The Indians of North America, as I have be- 
fore said, are copper-coloured, with long black 
hair, black eyes, tall, straight, and elastic forms 
—are less than two millions in number—were 
originally the undisputed owners of the soil, and 
got their title to their lands from the Great Spirit 
who created them on it,—were once a happy and 
flourishing people, enjoying all the comforts and 
luxuries of life which they knew of, and conse- 
quently cared for;—were sixteen millions in 
number, and sent that number of daily prayers to 
the Almighty, and thanks for his goodness and 
protection heir country was entered by white 
men, but a few hundred years since; and thirty 
millions of these are now scuffling for the goods 
and luxuries of life, over the bones and ashes of 
twelve millions of red men ; six millions of whom 
have fallen victims to the small- -pox, and the re- 
mainder to the sword, the bayonet, and whiskey ; 
all of which means of their death and destruction 
have been introduced and visited upon them by 
acquisitive white men; and by white men, also, 
whose forefathers were welcomed and embraced 
in the land where the poor Indian met and fed 
them with ‘ears of green corn and pemican.’ Of 
the two millions remaining alive at this time, 
about 1,400,000 are already the miserable living 
vietims and dupes of white men’s cupidity; de- 
graded, discouraged, and lost in the bewilde-ing 
maze that is produced by the use of whiskey and 
its concomitant vices ; and the remaining number 
are yet uoroused and unenticed from their wild 
haunts or their primitive modes, by the dread or 
love of white man of his allurements.” 


Mr. Catlin is no statist, and has forgotten to 
tell us when and how the census was taken which 
made the North American Indians originally six- 
teen millions, or which gives a population of 
ony millions of white men to the Canadas and 

nited States. In both cases the exaggera- 
tion is obvious, but there is yet no doubt of the 
fact that the Indians two centuries back were 
more numerous than at present, thorigh no coun- 
try was ever densely populated ‘by tribes living 
in a continued state of warfare, and depending 
for subsistence entirely upon the chase. 

Mr. Catlin’s first excursion ‘was to the esta- 
blishment of the Fur Company at the mouth of 
the Yellow Stone river. 

Here he. met with many Indians of various 
tribes, assembled for the purposes of trade with 
the company; among them the Mandans, to one 
of whose’ villages he afterwards paid a visit. 
The astonishment excited by the first introduction 
wile oa pointing among the Mandans is well 
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c Perhaps nothing ever more compl 
tonished these people than the operations 
brush. The art jf ieee Feet 
entirely new to them, and yg hs f= 
of; and my appearance here has comm 
new era in the arcana of medicine or myste 
Soon after arriving here, | commenced aad finis 
ed the portraits of the two principal chiefs. 
was done without having awakened the curiosity 
of the villagers, as they had heard nothing of 
what was going on, and even the chiefs them- 
selves seemed to be ignorant of my designs, wutil 
the pictures were completed. No one cls¢ svas 
admitted into my lodge during the operation ; and 
when finished, it was exceedingly amusing to see 
them mutually recognising each other’s likeness, 
and assuring each other of the striking resem- 
blance which they bore to the originals. Both of 
these pressed their hand over their mouths awhile 
in dead silence (a custom amongst most tribes 
when anything surprises them very much ;) lgok- 
ing attentively upon the portraits and myself, and 
upon the palette and colours with which these | 
unaccountable effects had been produced. 

** After I had finished the portraits of the -two 
chiefs, and they had returned to their wigwams, 
‘and deliberately seated themselves by their re- 
spective firesides, and silently smoked a pipe or 
two (according to an upiversal custom,) they 
gradually began to tell what had taken place; 
and at length crowds of fering listeners, with 
mouths wide open, thrun their lodges; and a 
throng of women and children were about my 
thouse, and through every crack and crevice [ 
could see their glistening eyes, which were pierc- 
ing my hut in a hendred places, froma nasural 
and restless propensity, a curiosity to see what 
was going on within, Au hour or more passed in 
this way, aod the soft and silken throng continually 
increased, until some hundreds gf them were 
clung and piled about my wigwam, like a swarm 
of bees hanging on the front and sides of. their 
hive. 

“ During this time, not a man made his appear- 
ance about the premises; after a while, however, 
they could be seen, folded in their robes, gradual 
sidling up towards the lodge, with a silly: Joo 
upon their faces, which confessed at once that 
curiosity was leading them reluctantly where 
their pride checked acd forbade them to go. The 
rush soon after became general, and the chiefs 
and medicine-men took possession of my room, 

lacing soldiers (braves with spears in their 
hands) at the door, admitting no one, but such as 
were allowed by the chiefs, to come in. 


“Mons. Kipp (the agent of the Fur Company, 
who has lived here eight years, and to whom, for 
his politeness and hospitality, f am mach indebt- 
ed) at this time took a seat with the chiefs, and, 
speaking their language fluently, he exolain d . 
them my views and A objects for which 
painting these portraits; and also expoun 
them the manner in whieh they were ak Mi 
which they seemed all to be very much pleased. 
The necessity at this time of exposing the ‘por: 
trails to the view of the crowds who Were assem- 
bled around the house, became imperative, and 
they were held up together over the door, so that 
the whole village had a chance to see aan re¢og- 
nise their chiefs. The effect upon so mixed a 
multitude, who as yet bad heard no way of ac- 
counting for them, was novel and really laugh- 
able. The likenesses were instantly eb: a 
and many of the gaping multitude commence 
yelping; some were stamping off in the jarring 


dance—others were singing, and others again, Nese " is har 
wee crying—hundreds covered theit mamhy tin such a 
with their hands and were mute; others, indi }; s his perso: 
nant, drove their spears frightfully intothe groua or Moss, 01 
and some threw a reddened arrow at the sun, and | withs 
went home to their wigwams. are teligic 
“The pictures seen,—the next curi ever, to be If 
to see the man who made them, and I meus Tt his iatisTon ab 


forth. Readers! if you have any imagination, 
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unaccountable being. They pronouriced ‘ 
rome medicine-man in the woeld ; for t 
had made living beings,—they: said she eould 
“see their. alive, in two places-those thdt.I 
had made were a Liltle pliver-shes a ons theit | age 
f es as ey eseonld see them smile: 
tha if they could laugh hey. could 
aaah. if they moet a ary, anid they must t therefore 
have some life in 
"Phe squaws greerely pth & 
discovered life enough im 


anid 


such an operation could not be per: 


could see it move, could see it stir.” .. 


Mr. Catlin, throughout his work, has. inedic's 
mistaken of the word ‘Medicine 
using it as a ee word equivalent to * Mys- 
tery,” ins 
departments of M ,, which 7” art of ph 
— indeed well be called both 
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“Among th Amesean Indien the 
age 


the priest, anil'ne cure ig 


jnsttlen whol enanseeabde their as tites, |. 
The administrator of medicine is 8 
+* mystery mouger;” but it is: wrong 1 ell the 
or mystery mo “a medicime man; 

the use of is. ow ip otha 
sayoteriee te fechsch ea added When ‘the two 
chiefs pronounced the words, Brena cope th pr 
Wash-ee,” Mr. Gatlin was ‘not addressed with 
the title of + great medicing white man,"-as he 
supposed, but with the title of + agetinn e e 
juror,” though we could almost say that Mr. } 
Catlin was ‘no! conjuror,”* not to m ike this ob- 
ber distinction. 

e commits the same error when 

the charm ortalisman eatried wen drt 


protection in war, and from ogee i kind; | sob 


but instead of using either 

emer: calls. perhersei ‘alioman medi- 
cine bag,” rem us of a box of pills; though 
the bag contains no pilis, not any thing intended 
to be used as mediciae. ft “ derechos 
how closely this 
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Que of the best anecdotes in the work, which 
is almost: inexhaustible in materials for quotation, 
is one relating 10 the author's horse “ Chavley,” 
a noble of the Camanchee wild breed. 


“On this journey, while he and I wére twenty- 
five days alone, we had moch time, and the best 
of circumstances, under which to learn what we 
had as yet overlooked in each othet’s characters, 
as well as to draw great pleasure and real benefit 
from what we already had Jearned of each other 
in oar former travels. 

“I generally halted on the bank of some litile 
stream, at half-an-hour of sunset, where feed was 

ood for Charley, and where I could get wood to 

Findle wy fire, and water for my coffee. The first 
thing was to undress § Charley,’ and dtive down 
his picket, to which he was fastened, to graze 
over a circle that he could inseribe at the end of 
his laso. In this wise he busily fed himself until 
nightfall; and after my coffee was made and 
drank, I uniformly moved him up, with his picket 
by my head, so eat I could Jay my band upon 

his laso in an insiant, in case ony alarm that 
was liable ae him from me. On oT tele 
evenings W e was grazing as usual, be sli 
ed the laso over his head, aod deliberately book 
pper at his e, ‘wherever he chose to 
prefer i wassate be 4 he was strolling afound.. When night 
ed, I took the laso in hand and endeav- 
ny to catch him, but I soon ‘saw that he was 
determined to enjoy a little freedom ; and he con- 
tinnally evaded me until dark, when [ abandoned 
the pursuit, making up my mind that I should 
imevitably lose him, and be one to perform the 

rest of m6 A paige on foot, had led me a 
chase of haif a mile or more, when | jeft him 
busily grazing, and returned to my little solitary 
bivowac, and laid myself on my bear-skin and 
went to.sleep. 

“In the middle of the night I waked, whilst .I 
was laying on my back, and ow half opening my 
eyes, I was instantly shocked to the soul, by the 
huge figure (as I thought) of an Indian standing 
— we and in the very instant of taking my 

— The chill of horror that paralyzed me for 
rst moment, held me still till f saw there 
pes no need of my Lieredeby' ult my faithful 
horse ‘Charley’ had ‘ played shy’ till he had ‘ filled 
his belly,’ and had then pers up, from feelings 
of pure affection, or from instinctive fear, or pos- 
sibly from a due share of both, and takea his po- 
sition with his fore-feet at the edge of my bed, 
with his head hanging directly over me, while he 
was standing fast asleep! 

“My nerves, which had been most violently 
shocked, were soon quieted, and I fell asleep, and 
so continued until sunrise-in the morning, when 
I waked, and beheld my faithful servant at some 
considerable distance, busily at work picking up 
his breakfast amongst the cane-brake, along the 
bank of the creek. 1 went as busily to work, pre- 

ring my own, which was eaten; and after it I 
ached another half-hour of fruitless endeavours to 
catch. Charley, whilst he seemed mindful of suc- 
cess on the evening before; and continually tan- 
talized me my. turning around and around, and 
keepitg out of my reach. I recollected the coa- 
clusive evidence ofhis attachmrent and depen- 
dence; which he Had-voluntarily given in’ the 
night, aud I would try them in’ another 

; sol up my things, and slang the 
saddle on my back, trailing: my gun in my —_— 
rand started on m ‘route. After I had advance 

a ‘quarter of a mile, I looked back, and saw him 
standing with his head’ and tail very high; look- 
ing alternately at-me and at the spot where I’ had’ 
been encamped, and left a little fire burning. ‘In 
this condition he stood and. surveyed the prairies 
atound for a while, as I continued on. He at 
length walked with a hurried step to the spot, aud 
seeing | Srenhiny gone, began to neigh ver 
violently, and ‘at- last started off at fallest speed, 
and overtook ‘me, passing within a few paces of 
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me, and wheeling about at a few rod’s distance in 
froat of me, trembling like an aspeo-leaf. 

“I called him by bis familiar name, and walked 
up to him with the bridle in my hand, which I 
put over his head, as he held it down for me, and 
the saddle on his back, as he actually stooped to 
receive it. I was soon arranged, and on his back, 
when he started off upon his course as if he was 
well contented and pleased, like his rider, with 
the manwuvre which had brought us together 
again, and afforded us mutoal relief from our 
awkward positions. Though this alarming freak 
of ‘Charley’s’ passed off and terminated so satis- 
factorily, yet 1 thought such rather dangerous 
ones to play, and I took good care after that night 
to keep hin under my strict authority ; resolving 
to avoid further tricks and experiments till we got 
to the land of cultivated fields and steady habits.” 


We must not pass over the description which 
follows :— 


“On the night of this memorable day, Charle 
and I stopped in one of the most lovely little val- 
leys I ever saw, and even far more beautiful than 
could have been imagined by mortal man. Aa 
enchanting little lawn of five or six acres, om the 
banks of a cool and rippling stream, that was 
alive with fish; and every now and then a fine 
brood of young dacks, just old enough for deli- 
cious food, and too unsophisticated to avoid an 


easy and simple death, This little lawn was: 


surrounded by bunches and copses of the most 
luxuriant and picturesque foliage, consisting of 
lofty bois d’arcs. and elms, spreading out their 
hage branches, as if offeriug protection to the 
rounded groups of cherry and plum-trees. that 
supported festoons and grape-vines, with their 
purple clusters that hung in the most tempting 
manner over the green carpet that was every- 
where decked out with wild flowers of all tints 
and of’ various sizes, from the modest wild sun- 
flowers, with their thousand tall and drooping 
heads, to the lilies that stood, and the violets that 
crept beneath them. By the side ofthis cool 
stream Charley was fastened, and near him my 
bear-skin was spread in the grass, and by it my 
little fire, to which I soon brought a fine steing of 
perch from the brook; from which, aud a brosled 
duck, and a delicious cup of coffee, 1 made my 
dinner and supper, which were usually united in 
one meal, at half-an-hour’s sun. After this I 
strolled about this sweet little paradise, which I 
found was chosen, not only by myself, but by the 
wild deer, which were repeatedly rising from 
their quiet lairs, and bounding out, and over the 
gracetul swells of the prairies which hemmed in 
and framed this little picture of sweetest tints and 
most masterly touches. 

“ The Indians, also, I found had Joved it once, 
and left it; for here and there were their solitary 
and deserted graves, which told, though briefly, 
of former chants and sports ; and perhaps, of wars 
and deaths, that have once rung and echoed 
through this little silent vale.” 


Mr. Catlin’s sympathy with the Indian races, 
and his advocacy of their cause against the injus- 
tice with which they have olin best treated by 
the whites, command our respect. He satisfac- 
torily disproves, in their defence, the re of 
wanton cruelty, and shows that the ebjections of 
the savage to’ the usages and ideas of modern 
civilisation are not very easily met :-— 


* * “Amongst these tribes that torture 


their prisoners, these cruelties are practised but 
upon the few whose lives are required to.atone for 
those who have been similarly dealt with by their 
enemies, and the remainder are adopted into the 
tribe, by marrying the widows whose husbands 
have fallen in battle, in which capacity they are 
received and respected like others of the tibe, 
and enjoy equal rights and immunities. And be- 
fore we condema them too far, we should yet 
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as follow,—and struck me, as I 
every one, with great force :— 

“* Among white people, nobody ever take your 
wife—take your shildres-vtake goer, motber.+- 
be a nose—cut ys out—burn to death 7 No! 
* Then you no cut off nose—you no cut out eyes 
—you Pig dow to death—very good.” ‘i 
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